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Lorraine. Vote for the Queen-mother as Regent; the King of Navarre will give his assent to that publicly, to-morrow, in the Assembly."
"But the King?35
" The King will die," said Ruggicri; " I have read it in the stars. What the Queen requires of you in the Assembly is very simple; but she needs a greater service from yon than that. You maintained the great Ambroise Pare while he was a student; you are his friend------"
a Ambroise loves the Due de Guise in these days better than he loves me," said the furrier. " And he is right; he owes his place to him. Still, he is faithful to the King. And, although he has a leaning towards the Reformation, he will do nothing but his duty."
cc A plague on all honest men!" cried the Florentine. " Ambroise boasted this evening that he could pull the little King through. If the King recovers his health, the Guises must triumph, the Princes are dead men, the House of Bour-born is extinct, we go back to Florence, your son is hanged, and the Guises will make short work of the rest of the Royal family------"
" Great God! " cried Lccamus.
" Do not exclaim in that way; it is like a citizen who knows nothing of Court manners; but go forth to Ambroise, and find out what he means to do to save the King. If it seems at all certain, come and tell me what the operation is in which he has such faith."
" But------" Lecamus began.
" Obey me blindly, my good friend, otherwise you will be dazzled."
" He is right," thought the furrier.
And he went off to the King's surgeon, who lived In an inn in the Place du Martroi.
At this juncture Catherine de' Medici found herself, politically speaking*, in the same extremities as she had been in when Christophe had seen her at Blois. Though she had inured herself to the struggle, and had exerted her fine intellect in that first defeat, her situation, though precisely the